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United States v. One Book Called "Ulysses'' 
Judge John M. Woolsey 

The government attempted to secure forfeiture of the book Ulysses, authored by James Joyce, on 
the grounds that it was obscene. The forfeiture proceeding was welcomed and, indeed, 
orchestrated by the publisher, Random House. The matter was heard on stipulated facts.  In the 
words of Judge Woolsey “in ‘Ulysses,’ in spite of its unusual frankness, I do not detect anywhere 
the leer of the sensualist. I hold, therefore, that it is not pornographic.”  The decision was 
affirmed on appeal with Judges Augustus Hand and Learned Hand in the majority and Judge 
Martin Manton in dissent. United States v. One Book Entitled Ulysses by James Joyce, 72 F.2d 
705 (2d Cir. 1934).  Bennett Cerf of Random House decided that the full text of Judge 
Woolsey’s opinion denying forfeiture be included in all editions of Ulysses, making it perhaps 
the most widely read district court opinion in history.  

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/ulysses/Ulysseslinks.html 
5 F.Supp. 182 (S.D.N.Y. 1933), aff’d, 72 F.2d 705 (1934)(A. Hand) 

 
Note: Judge Woolsey's typescript opinion is below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 






