
 

Cases of Historical Interest 
In the Southern District of New York 

 
 
 
United States v. Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 
Judge Irving Kaufman 
 
Julius Rosenberg and his wife Ethel were charged with having conspired between 1944 and 1950 
to violate the Espionage Act by communicating national defense secrets to the Soviet Union.  
After a jury trial before Judge Irving Kaufman, the two were convicted and sentenced to death.   
The convictions were affirmed.  Both were executed on June 19, 1953. 

 
195 F.2d 583 (2d Cir. 1952) (affirming conviction) 
109 F.Supp. 108 (S.D.N.Y. 1953), aff’d, 204 F.2d 688 
(2d Cir. 1953) (motion to reduce sentence). 
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/rosenb/rosenb.htm 

 
 Note: Judge Kaufman's judgment and sentence of Julius Rosenberg is below. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 






