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Judge Sofaer was appointed United States District Judge
for the Southern District of New York and entered on duty
April 23, 1979.

He received a B.A. from Yeshiva College in 1962 and his
LL.B. from New York University School of Law in 1965
where he served as editor-in-chief of the New York Uni-
versity Law Review. He served as a law clerk for the Hon-
orable Skelly Wright, U.S. Circuit Judge for the District of
Columbia Circuit, and for the Honorable William J. Bren-
nan, Jr. of the United States Supreme Court. From 1967 to
1969, he served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney of the
Southern District of New York. Judge Sofaer has been a
Professor of Law at Columbia University since 1969 and is
an Adjunct Professor. From 1975 to 1976 he was a hear-
ing officer for the New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation.

Judge Sofaer is a member of the American Law Insfitute,
the Federal Judicial Center on Experimentation in the
Federal Courts, and numerous bar associations. Upon re-
signing the bench, Judge Sofaer became Legal Advisor
to the U.S. Department of State. He was appointed the
first George P. Shultz Distinguished Scholar and Senior
Fellow atf the Hoover Institution.

Judge Sofaer presided over the trial brought by Israeli
general (and future prime minister) Ariel Sharon for defa-
mation.



