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March 2, 1950

Died:
July 7, 1972
New York, NY

John F.X. McGohey was a graduate of Fordham Univer-
sity (B.A., 1917). After United States Army service in
France during 1918-19219, he attended New York Univer-
sity School of Law, graduating in 1923.

John McGohey had an accomplished and varied legal
career before his judicial appointment. During 1923-
1924, he was assistant general counsel for Hearst Publish-
ing Company. From 1924-1932, he was counsel to the
New York City Board of Transportation and, from 1933-
1943, he served as an Assistant Attorney General to the
State of New York.

McGohey was an Assistant U.S. Attorney, then Chief As-
sistant, and then the U.S. Attorney in the Southern District
of New York. In that office, he prosecuted the highly
publicized nine-month case before Judge Medina
against eleven leaders of the Communist Party of the
United States for conspiring to teach and advocate
overthrow of the U.S. government. On the day following
the frial’s conclusion, McGohey received a telephone
call from President Truman, who told the prosecutor that
he had just appointed him to a newly-created federal
judgeship.
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