William Gardner

Choate

Born:
August 30, 1830

Salem, MA

Received Commission:
March 25, 1878

Died:
November 14, 1920
Wallingford, CT

William G. Choate was a son of George and Margaret
Manning (Hodges) Choate. Both sides of his family were
prominent in the history of New England. Choate was edu-
cated in Salem public schools, specifically Salem Latin
School. He then attended Harvard College, from which he
graduated in 1854, followed by Harvard Law School (1852-
1854). He was admitted to the barin 1855.

Choate had a general law practice in Salem until 1865
when he moved to New York and joined the law firm of
Prichard, Choate and Smith. In New York, his practice
dealt mainly with admiralty, customs, and revenue matters.
When he was appointed District Judge in 1878, his docket
focused on revenue, admiralty, and bankruptcy cases. The
judge was also one of the original founders of the Associa-
tion of the Bar of the City of New York, and served several
terms as Vice-President and President between 1882 and
1903.

Unfortunately, Judge Choate found the salary of a Federal
Judge in 1880 insufficient to meet his family’'s needs, and he
resigned his appointment in 1881 fo return to private prac-
fice. He had a large practice and remained affiliated with
the firm (Choate, Laroque & Mitchell) until his death.

Judge Choate purchased a Connecticut home that had
been in his wife's family, and in 1896 he co-founded the
Choate School at Wallingford, CT along with Mark Pitman.
Choate Rosemary Hall still bears his name and continues it
college preparatory mission tfoday.
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